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Initial Informal Information Gathering on the Memorandum on Entry requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland and the Guidelines for Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland

1
Background Documentation and Sources
Many of the documents and sources noted below will be well known to you already but they all have some relevance to the revision of the Memorandum on Entry requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland and the Guidelines for Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland.
The current version of the Memorandum on Entry requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/03/10112435/0
The current version of the Guidelines for Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland:
http://www.gtcs.org.uk/web/FILES/education-in-scotland/guidelines-for-ITE-courses-in-scotland.pdf
The Revised Teacher Education Standards:

http://www.gtcs.org.uk/standards/revised-professional-standards.aspx
The Donaldson Report Teaching Scotland’s Future:

http://scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/13092132/0
The National Partnership Group’s Report and the Scottish Government’s Response:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/7834/downloads
Language Learning in Scotland: A 1+2 Approach:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/05/3670
Supporting Scotland’s STEM Education and Culture and the Scottish Government Response:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/ACE/Science/SEEAG
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/ACE/Science/SEEAG/SEEAGGovtResponse
Scottish/...

Scottish Studies Working Group Report:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/ACE/ScottishStudies 

Scottish Parliament Petition PE1409: Bridging the Training Gap – Training for education staff on learning disabilities and autistic spectrum disorders:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/43967.aspx
The Right Help at the Right Time in the Right Place. Strategic Review of Learning Provision for Children and Young People with Complex Additional Support Needs

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/7084/downloads
Association for the Teaching of Psychology in Scotland:
http://www.atps.org.uk/training.aspx
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Issues for Comment

Please feel free to address whichever of the following issues you deem appropriate.

(i) Memorandum on Entry Requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland

This Memo sets minimum requirements for entry qualifications for applicants for Initial Teacher Education. Given that application rates for ITE programmes are generally healthy and that many of the universities already seek competitive qualifications considerably above the minimum there is an argument that there is no need for the Entry Memo.
What are your views on this?

· Top-up courses

Currently graduates applying for entry to Initial Teacher Education are allowed to bring a maximum of 20 credits from top-up courses.
Is this appropriate in principle and do you have any comment on the level of credit permitted?

· Masters Degrees

Occasionally, applicants do not meet the credit requirements from an undergraduate degree but do bring Masters level qualifications. Should relevant Masters level credit be acceptable?

(ii)/...

(ii) Secondary 
· Subjects

Currently various Secondary subjects have specific requirements which have to be met by applicants. 

Is this an appropriate approach?

If so, should all subjects have specific requirements?  

Please feel free to make comments about the existing statements for specific subjects. (Business Education, Home Economics, Modern Languages residence periods and Physical Education all feature regularly in enquiries to the GTCS.)

Various ‘new’ subjects (such as Psychology) have come into schools in recent times and some subject associations (such as ATPS) have lobbied the GTCS about introducing an Initial Teaching Qualification. What views do you have on this issue? 

· General

Given the emphasis within Curriculum for Excellence on numeracy, should having a SCQF level 5 qualification in Maths be a requirement for Secondary (in line with what is already demanded for Primary)? 

If the requirement for Maths for Primary were to be raised to level 6, should this also be required for Secondary?

Teaching Scotland’s Future makes various references to literacy and numeracy and work is currently going on in developing diagnostic assessment and support materials. Should the Entry Memorandum set requirements for certification in literacy and numeracy at SCQF level 5? 
For English and Mathematics requirements the current Entry Memo identifies a range of possible qualifications which would meet the set requirements. Various new qualifications are also being introduced. For example, there is a qualification entitled Lifeskills Maths at National 5.

For the revised Memo which qualifications should be deemed acceptable to meet the requirements for English and Mathematics?
(iii) Primary

· Languages

The Language Learning in Scotland: A 1+2 Approach report recommended that students undertaking a course of primary school teacher education should have attained a languages qualification at Higher level or equivalent (SCQF level 6) either on entering the course of initial teacher education or on its completion.
What is your view on this matter?

· STEM subjects/...

· STEM subjects
The Supporting Scotland’s STEM Education and Culture report recommended that the qualification requirements for Primary Teaching students should be raised to include a minimum of SCQF level 5 or above in a science and mathematics, increasing to SCQF level 6 or above in a science and mathematics within five years. (The requirement for Maths is already at SCQF level 5.)
What are your views on increasing the Maths requirement to level 6? 

What are your views on introducing a Science requirement and on its potential level?
(iv) Other Comments?
If you have comments on any other matters within the Memorandum on Entry Requirements to Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland please feel free to make them.
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Guidelines for Courses of Initial Teacher Education in Scotland

The Guidelines need substantial revision following the change of status of the GTCS but there is also a necessity to consider and, where appropriate, address various recommendations from Teaching Scotland’s Future. The intention of the Guidelines is to set the necessary parameters for all Initial Teacher Education programmes but still to allow the universities flexibility within what is offered and to encourage innovation in provision.
Your views on the following matters would be appreciated.

(i) Primary Provision

· Undergraduate 

Teaching Scotland’s Future recommends that ‘the traditional BEd degree should be phased out and replaced with degrees which combine in-depth academic study in areas beyond education with professional studies and development.’

How detailed should the Guidelines be in setting specific requirements for these new degrees?

For example, should the Guidelines require universities to give 50% of the programme to ‘Education’, 25% to ‘School Experience’ and 25% to courses outwith Education?

Should the Guidelines suggest/require that the study outwith Education is in specified subject areas? If so, what areas?

· The Model of the Primary Teacher

Teaching Scotland’s Future endorses the model of the generalist Primary teacher but also supports opportunities for specialism. Should requirements be set within the guidelines to encourage this model? If so, what provision should be made for undergraduate and post graduate programmes?
· Areas of Difficulty/...

· Areas of Difficulty

Teaching Scotland’s Future recommends that ‘The professional component in programmes of initial teacher education should address more directly areas where teachers experience greatest difficulty and where we know that Scottish education needs to improve’. It also identifies what these areas are. 

Should the Guidelines set specific requirements for all programmes in these identified areas? 

For example, Donaldson identifies ‘additional support needs (particularly dyslexia and autistic spectrum disorders)’, issues which have also been raised by groups such as Enable in its petition to the Scottish Parliament referenced above. Should there be requirements in the Guidelines to have a specified amount of input on these areas? 
· Partnership

Donaldson calls for ‘New and strengthened models of partnership among universities, local authorities, schools and individual teachers’. 

What level of advice/requirement for Partnership should the Guidelines give? 
· School Experience

The current Guidelines set expectations for School experience placements but also allow provision for ‘other relevant educational placement experience such as within Children’s Services provision’.

Donaldson emphasises the need ‘to ensure that the model of placement reflects the broader and evolving roles of teachers’ and that placements should ‘include more substantial experience for all prospective teachers in relating to parents and working with other professionals.’
Should the Guidelines set more specific requirements for the content and methodology of placements? If so, what?

Teaching Scotland’s Future also recommends that ‘Suitably trained school staff should have the prime role in the assessment of students whilst on placement.’ 

Should the Guidelines set requirements on how this is to be achieved within partnerships and give clarification of the role expected of the ‘Suitably trained school staff’?

The current Guidelines specify the minimum amounts of time which must be spent on placement in the various forms of ITE programmes. The intention would be for the revised Guidelines to continue to do this. What are your views on the current stipulations?
For the BEd (Technology) programmes the Guidelines currently specify that a minimum of 24 weeks must be spent on school experience and a further minimum of 6 weeks on industrial placement. What are your views on the necessity of the industrial placement?

· Selection Processes/...

· Selection Processes
The existing Guidelines state that ‘Student teachers should only be admitted to a programme after an interview which should normally involve personnel from both the university and education authorities/schools.’ However, this was subsequently relaxed and currently universities are employing a variety of approaches to selection.
On the other hand, Teaching Scotland’s Future recommends that:
‘Selection for entry to initial teacher education programmes should be made more rigorous, drawing on existing best practice and using a wider set of selection criteria. The possible establishment of a national assessment centre should be explored. The role of future employers should be significantly strengthened within any revised process.’
Should the Guidelines be specific on what the ‘selection criteria’ should be and on identifying the ‘best practice’ to be followed, including the strengthening of the role for ‘future employers’?

· Interdisciplinary Learning

Curriculum for Excellence calls for interdisciplinary learning. Should the Guidelines specifically require programmes to address this matter and, if so, how?

· Gaelic

The current Guidelines say that ‘Programmes which offer a Gaelic medium pathway must ensure that at the end of the programme student teachers can demonstrate the Standard for Initial Teacher Education through Gaelic.’ Is there any necessity to supplement this requirement?

· ICT

The current Guidelines set no requirements for ICT. Given its use in both teaching and learning within schools and in the professional learning of student teachers, should something be added to the Guidelines and, if so, what? 
(ii) Any Other Issues
Please feel free to raise any other issues you wish. All comments will be gratefully received!
Tom Hamilton

Director of Education and Professional Learning
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